
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA COUNTY OF MARATHON 
of a meeting of the County Board, Committee, Agency, WAUSAU, WI 54403 
Corporation or Sub-Unit thereof, 

 
MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION  

AGENDA
 
DECEMBER 14, 2021 
2:00 P.M. 

 
LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM 
210 RIVER DR., WAUSAU, WI

 

Members; John Robinson – Chair, George Peterson – Vice Chair, Allan Opall, Betty Hoenisch, Steve Hagman, Katie Rosenberg, 
Tim Buttke, Matt Lee Baer, Milton Olson, Chris Voll, Mark Maloney, Brent Jacobson, Kregg Hoehn, Ken Wickham 

 The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and associated public 
health directives, Marathon County encourages Metropolitan Planning Commission members and the public to attend this 
meeting remotely. To this end, instead of attendance in person, Metropolitan Planning Commission members and the public 
may attend this meeting by telephone conference. If Metropolitan Planning Commission members or members of the public 
cannot attend remotely, Marathon County requests that appropriate safety measures, including adequate social distancing, be 
utilized by all in-person attendees. 

Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call into the telephone conference beginning five (5) minutes prior to 
the start time indicated above using the following number:  

 PHONE NUMBER: 1-408-418-9388 
ACCESS CODE:  2487 276 2367 

 
Please Note:  If you are prompted to provide an “Attendee Identification Number” enter the # sign. 
No other number is required to participate in the telephone conference. 
When you enter the telephone conference, PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE! 

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 9, 2021, MEETING 

POLICY DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: 
4. DRAFT LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 2050 

5. FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT (BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCUTURE 
LAW) UPDATE 

6. NEXT MEETING DATE – JANUARY 11, 2022 

7. ADJOURN. 
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate 
should call the County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 one business day before the meeting. 

 
 
 

   

 SIGNED   
PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE 

EMAILED TO: Courthouse, Daily Herald, TPP Printing, City Pages 
  Midwest Radio Group, Marshfield News  NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:  

   By:     
EMAILED BY:  BI          Date:      
EMAIL DATE/TIME:   12/08/2021 at 9:00am 
RE-EMAIL:      



MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION 
Minutes 

November 9, 2021 

Meeting Attendance: John Robinson – Chair, George Peterson – Vice-Chair, Katie Rosenberg, Richard 
Downey (for Voll), Jeff Gates (for Jacobson), Tim Buttke, Michael Wodalski (for 
Maloney), Jared Wehner (for Opall), Keith Rusch (for Hoenisch), Mark Thuot (for 
Hoegg), Brad Sippl, Mitch Batuzich, Darryl Landeau, Greg Seubert, Andrew Lynch, 
Brenda Iczkowski, Mike Wendt 

1. Call to Order
In the presence of a quorum, with the agenda being properly signed and posted, the meeting was
called to order by Chair Robinson at 2:00 p.m. at 210 River Drive, Wausau and virtually via WebEx.

2. Welcome and Introductions
All were welcomed and introductions were made.

3. Public Comment – NONE.
4. Approve Minutes October 12, 2021 meeting

Action: MOTION / SECOND BY BUTTKE / ROSENBERG TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 12, 2021 MINUTES.
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE, NO DISSENT.

5. Draft 2022-2025 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Discussion: Lynch shared included in the packet is the final version of the TIP. The draft was available
for to public review and the public informational hearing was held October 21st with no one in
attendance. A few additional projects were added by DOT in the Highways section adding an
additional $623,600, a couple pages added to the document to include PTASP performance
measures, and Map 3 was added to Appendix C.
Action: MOTION / SECOND BY DOWNEY/ THUOT TO APPROVE THE 2022-2025 TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.  MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE, NO DISSENT.
Follow Through: Staff will make the appropriate changes to the TIP and send to WisDOT, FHWA and
FTA. 

6. Metro Transit Development Program Update
Discussion: Lynch shared the consultant group, RLS and Associates were in the area the week of 
October 18 to gather data and contact information on all the Metro Ride routes, businesses, 
and government officials. RLS held two public informational meetings on October 20 one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon/evening. RLS is compiling names to create focus groups which 
will start to meet December 15 and 16. Next week, another planner for RLS and Associates, whom 
wasn’t here with the rest of the team in October, will be in the area to conduct more investigating of 
the area.
Action: NONE AT THIS TIME.
Follow Through: FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.
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7. County Broadband Task Force Update  
Discussion: Robinson shared County Board last month authorized a participation in a conduit 
borrowing bonding plan lead by Fond du Lac County and under the proposal, Fond du Lac, 
Waushara, Calumet, Jackson, and Marathon Counties will be working on conduit bongs for 
BugTussel LLC and will be expanding broadband services in those counties. In Marathon County, 
the construction of 18 towers for fixed wireless plus over 400 miles of fiber and will be provided 24 
strands of the dark fiber and allowed to place equipment on the towers. Internet service providers 
submitted over $38 million in projects with only one project awarded for $150,000 for the Lake Norrie 
area. Today, Governor Evers announced there will be another round of grants for broadband 
expansion beginning December 1, 2021, opening the application submission. The infrastructure bill 
that passed last week will have $65 billion for broadband for access and affordability.   
Action: NONE AT THIS TIME. 
Follow Through: FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. 

8. Next Meeting Date: December 14, 2021, at 2 PM, in the Large Conference Room at 210 River 
Drive, Wausau, WI and Webex.  

9. Adjourn 
Action: There being no further business to come before the members, MOTION / SECOND BY 
ROSENBERG / RUSCH TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF THE MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
COMMISSION AT 2:25 PM. MOTION CARRIES. 

 
Submitted by: 
Dave Mack, MPO Director 
Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning 
DM: BI 
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LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN -DRAFT 
Can be found here: 

https://wausaumpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2022_LRTP.pdf 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT  

(BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCUTURE LAW) 
Can be found here: 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/ 

  

https://wausaumpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2022_LRTP.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/


 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Will Deliver for Wisconsin 

 
President Biden and Vice President Harris’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is the largest long-
term investment in our infrastructure and competitiveness in nearly a century. The need for 
action in Wisconsin is clear, and recently released state-level data demonstrates that the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law will deliver for Wisconsin. For decades, infrastructure in 
Wisconsin has suffered from a systemic lack of investment. In fact, the American Society of 
Civil Engineers gave Wisconsin a C on its infrastructure report card. The historic Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law will make life better for millions of Wisconsin residents, create a generation 
of good-paying union jobs and economic growth, and position the United States to win the 21st 
century.  
 
Specifically, with regard to transportation, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law will:  
 
Repair and rebuild our roads and bridges with a focus on climate change mitigation, 
resilience, equity, and safety for all users, including cyclists and pedestrians. In Wisconsin 
there are 979 bridges and over 1,949 miles of highway in poor condition. Since 2011, commute 
times have increased by 2.8% in Wisconsin, and on average, each driver pays $547 per year in 
costs due to driving on roads in need of repair. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is the single 
largest dedicated bridge investment since the construction of the interstate highway system. 
Based on formula funding alone, Wisconsin would expect to receive approximately $5.4 
billion over five years in Federal highway formula funding for highways and bridges. On an 
average annual basis, this is about 27.2% more than the State’s Federal-aid highway formula 
funding under current law (1). Wisconsin can also compete for the $12.5 billion Bridge 
Investment Program for economically significant bridges and $15 billion of national funding in 
the law dedicated to megaprojects that will deliver substantial economic benefits to communities. 
Wisconsin can also expect to receive approximately $125 million over five years in formula 
funding to reduce transportation-related emissions, in addition to about $142 million over five 
years to increase the resilience of its transportation system (2). States may also apply federal aid 
dollars towards climate resilience and safety projects. 

Improve the safety of our transportation system. The Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law invests $13 billion over the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
levels directly into improving roadway safety. Over five years, Wisconsin will receive 
approximately $37 million in 402 formula funding for highway safety traffic programs, which 
help states to improve driver behavior and reduce deaths and injuries from motor vehicle-related 
crashes. On an average annual basis, this represents about a 29% increase over FAST Act levels 
(3). Local and tribal governments in Wisconsin will also be eligible to compete for $6 billion in 
funding for a new Safe Streets for All program which will provide funding directly to these 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of Public Affairs 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

www.transportation.gov/newsroom  
 

News 
 

 

http://www.transportation.gov/newsroom


entities to support their efforts to advance “vision zero” plans and other improvements to reduce 
crashes and fatalities, especially for cyclists and pedestrians. In addition, Wisconsin can expect 
to receive approximately $48.2 million over five years in funding to augment their commercial 
motor vehicle (CMV) safety efforts to reduce CMV crashes through the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration’s Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) formula grant. This 
represents about a 52% increase in funding compared to FAST Act levels (4). Wisconsin will be 
able to apply for funds to modernize data collection systems to collect near real time data on all 
reported crashes, including fatal ones, to enhance safety and to allow the Department to 
understand and address trends as they are identified.   

Improve healthy, sustainable transportation options for millions of Americans. 
Wisconsinites who take public transportation spend an extra 62.7% of their time commuting and 
non-White households are 5.9 times more likely to commute via public transportation. 29.5% of 
transit vehicles in the state are past useful life. Based on formula funding alone, Wisconsin 
would expect to receive about $599 million over five years under the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law to improve public transportation options across the state (5). In the 
first year, this represents about a 32% increase over 2021 FAST Act formula transit 
funding levels. 
 
Build a network of EV chargers to facilitate long-distance travel and provide convenient 
charging options. The U.S. market share of plug-in electric vehicle (EV) sales is only one-third 
the size of the Chinese EV market – in 2020, plug-in electric vehicles made up only 2.3% of new 
car sales in the U.S., compared to 6.2% in China. The President believes that must change. The 
law invests $7.5 billion to build out the first-ever national network of EV chargers in the United 
States and is a critical element in the Biden-Harris Administration’s plan to accelerate the 
adoption of EVs to address the climate crisis and support domestic manufacturing jobs. Under 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Wisconsin would expect to receive about $79 million 
over five years to support the expansion of an EV charging network in the state (6). 
Wisconsin will also have the opportunity to apply for grants out of the $2.5 billion available 
for EV charging.  
 
Modernize and expand passenger rail and improve freight rail efficiency and safety. The 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law includes $66 billion above baseline to eliminate the Amtrak 
maintenance backlog, modernize the Northeast Corridor, and bring world-class rail service to 
areas outside the northeast and mid-Atlantic. Within these totals, $22 billion would be provided 
as grants to Amtrak, $24 billion as federal-state partnership grants for Northeast Corridor 
modernization, and $12 billion for partnership grants for intercity rail service, including high-
speed rail. On top of this, Wisconsin will be eligible to compete for $5 billion for rail 
improvement and safety grants and $3 billion for grade crossing safety improvements.  
 
Improve our nation’s airports. The United States built modern aviation, but our airports lag far 
behind our competitors. Under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, airports in Wisconsin 
would receive approximately $198 million for infrastructure development for airports over 
five years (7). This funding will address airside and landside needs at airports, such as 
improving runways, taxiways and airport-owned towers, terminal development projects, and 
noise reduction projects. In addition, $5 billion in discretionary funding is available over five 
years for airport terminal development projects that address the aging infrastructure of our 
nation’s airports, including projects that expand accessibility for persons with disabilities, 
improve access for historically disadvantaged populations, improve energy efficiency, and 
improve airfield safety.  
 
 



State and local governments can look forward to these new & expanded competitive grant 
programs in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) anticipated to launch over the course 
of the next year:  

• Safe Streets for All ($6B, new) – This program will provide funding directly to local and 
tribal governments to support their efforts to advance “vision zero” plans and other 
improvements to reduce crashes and fatalities, especially for cyclists and pedestrians. 

• Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Grants ($15B, expanded) – RAISE grants support surface transportation projects of 
local and/or regional significance. 

• Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grants ($14B, expanded) – INFRA 
grants will offer needed aid to freight infrastructure by providing funding to state and 
local government for projects of regional or national significance. The BIL also raises the 
cap on multimodal projects to 30% of program funds.  

• Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Low and No Emission Bus Programs ($5.6B, 
expanded) – BIL expands this competitive program which provides funding to state and 
local governmental authorities for the purchase or lease of zero-emission and low-
emission transit buses as well as acquisition, construction, and leasing of required 
supporting facilities. 

• FTA Buses + Bus Facilities Competitive Program ($2.0B, expanded) – This program 
provides competitive funding to states and direct recipients to replace, rehabilitate, and 
purchase buses and related equipment and to construct bus-related facilities including 
technological changes or innovations to modify low or no emission vehicles or facilities. 

• Capital Investment Grants (CIG) Program ($23B, expanded) – The BIL guarantees 
$8 billion, and authorizes $15 billion more in future appropriations, to invest in new high-
capacity transit projects communities choose to build. The BIL provides funds that may 
support the 25 projects included in FTA's Annual Report on Funding Recommendations 
for FY22 as well as additional projects across the country seeking CIG funding over the 
next five years. Projects must meet CIG program requirements to receive funding. In 
Wisconsin, such recommended projects include the East-West BRT in Madison. 

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Terminal Program ($5B, new) – This 
discretionary grant program will provide funding for airport terminal development and 
other landside projects.   

• MEGA Projects ($15B, new) – This new National Infrastructure Project Assistance 
grant program will support multi-modal, multi-jurisdictional projects of national or 
regional significance.  

• Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-saving 
Transportation (PROTECT) Program ($8.7B, new) – PROTECT will provide $7.3 
billion in formula funding to states and $1.4 billion in competitive grants to eligible 
entities to increase the resilience of our transportation system. This includes funding for 
evacuation routes, coastal resilience, making existing infrastructure more resilient, or 
efforts to move infrastructure to nearby locations not continuously impacted by extreme 
weather and natural disasters. 

• Port Infrastructure Development Program ($2.25B, expanded) – BIL will increase 
investment in America’s coastal ports and inland waterways, helping to improve the 
supply chain and enhancing the resilience of our shipping industry. BIL overall doubles 
the level of investment in port infrastructure and waterways, helping strengthen our 
supply chain and reduce pollution.  

• 5307 Ferry Program ($150M, existing) – BIL retains the $30 million per year passenger 
ferry program for ferries that serve urbanized areas. 



• Electric or Low Emitting Ferry Program ($500M, new) – This competitive grant
program will support the transition of passenger ferries to low or zero emission
technologies.

• Rural Ferry Program ($2B, new) – This competitive grant program will ensure that
basic essential ferry service continues to be provided to rural areas by providing funds to
States to support this service.

• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) competitive grants for nationally
significant bridges and other bridges ($12.5B, new) – This new competitive grant
program will assist state, local, federal, and tribal entities in rehabilitating or replacing
bridges, including culverts. Large projects and bundling of smaller bridge projects will be
eligible for funding.

• FTA All Station Accessibility Program ($1.75B, new) – This competitive grant
program will provide funding to legacy transit and commuter rail authorities to upgrade
existing stations to meet or exceed accessibility standards under the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

• Charging and fueling infrastructure discretionary grants (Up to $2.5B, new) – This
discretionary grant program will provide up to $2.5 billion in funding to provide
convenient charging where people live, work, and shop.

• Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program ($1B, new) – This new competitive
program will provide dedicated funding to state, local, MPO, and tribal governments for
planning, design, demolition, and reconstruction of street grids, parks, or other
infrastructure.

• FHWA Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects ($1.5B, expanded)
– This discretionary program provides funding for the construction, reconstruction, and
rehabilitation of nationally-significant projects within, adjacent to, or accessing Federal
and tribal lands. BIL amends this program to allow smaller projects to qualify for funding
and allows 100% federal share for tribal projects.

• Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) Grant
Program ($1B, new) – The SMART Grant program will be a programmed competition
that will deliver competitive grants to states, local governments, and tribes for projects
that improve transportation safety and efficiency.

• Rural Surface Transportation Grant Program ($2B, new) – This new competitive
grant program will improve and expand surface transportation infrastructure in rural
areas, increasing connectivity, improving safety and reliability of the movement of
people and freight, and generate regional economic growth.

(1) These values are estimates and may change based on updated factor data each fiscal year.
(2) These values are estimates and may change based on updated factor data each fiscal year.
(3) These values are estimates based on the 2020 FHWA public road mileage data for FYs 2022-

2026.  Formula funding amounts in FYs 2023-2026 are subject to change as a result of the
annual public road mile data certified by FHWA. The 402 amounts do not include redistribution
of unawarded 405 balances per 23 USC § 405(a)(8) as that information is unknown at this time.
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law specifies NHTSA must distribute the supplemental
appropriations for Section 402 in “equal amounts for each fiscal year 2022 through 2026”. This
analysis is subject to provisions of FY 2022-FY2026 appropriations acts.

(4) These values are estimates and may change based on updated factor data each fiscal year.
(5) Transit formula funding amounts are subject to changes resulting from the 2020 census or from

annual transit service data reported to FTA’s National Transit Database.
(6) These values are estimates and may change based on updated factor data each fiscal year.
(7) Precise allocations would change each year because the formulas use current passenger         
boarding and cargo data, and this estimate is based on 2019 data.
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