
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA COUNTY OF MARATHON 
of a meeting of the County Board, Committee, Agency, WAUSAU, WI 54403 
Corporation or Sub-Unit thereof, 

 
MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION  

AGENDA
 
August 10, 2021 
2:00 P.M. 

 
Large Conference Room 

210 RIVER DR., WAUSAU, WI
 

Members; John Robinson – Chair, George Peterson – Vice Chair, Allan Opall, Betty Hoenisch, Steve Hagman, Katie Rosenberg, 
Tim Buttke, Matt Lee Baer, Milton Olson, Chris Voll, Mark Maloney, Brent Jacobson, Kregg Hoehn, Ken Wickham 

 The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and associated public 
health directives, Marathon County encourages Metropolitan Planning Commission members and the public to attend this 
meeting remotely. To this end, instead of attendance in person, Metropolitan Planning Commission members and the public 
may attend this meeting by telephone conference. If Metropolitan Planning Commission members or members of the public 
cannot attend remotely, Marathon County requests that appropriate safety measures, including adequate social distancing, be 
utilized by all in-person attendees. 
Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call into the telephone conference beginning five (5) minutes prior to 
the start time indicated above using the following number:  

 PHONE NUMBER: 1-408-418-9388 
ACCESS CODE:  1467 32 9033 

 
Please Note:  If you are prompted to provide an “Attendee Identification Number” enter the # sign. 
No other number is required to participate in the telephone conference. 
When you enter the telephone conference, PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE! 

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2.   WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS;  
3.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

POLICY DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: 
4. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JULY 13, 2021 MEETING; 
5. APPROVAL OF THE BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN PLAN UPDATES;  
6. FEDERAL OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (OMB) FINDINGS ON METROPOLITAN 

STATISTICAL AREA DESIGNATION; 
7. STP- URBAN GRANT FUNDS UPDATE; 
8. LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE; 
9. COUNTY BROADBAND TASK FORCE UPDATE; 
10. NEXT MEETING DATE – SEPTMBER 14, 2021; 
11. ADJOURN. 

Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate 
should call the County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 one business day before the meeting. 

 
 
 

   
 SIGNED   

PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE 
EMAILED TO: Courthouse, Daily Herald, TPP Printing, City Pages 
  Midwest Radio Group, Marshfield News  NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:  

   By:     
EMAILED BY:  BI    Date:      
EMAIL DATE/TIME:      08/04/2021 12:05pm   



 
 

MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION 
Minutes 

July 13, 2021 
 
Commissioners:  John Robinson – Chair, George Peterson – Vice-Chair, Jared Wehner (for Opall), 

Katie Rosenberg, Randy Fifrick (for Voll), Jeff Gates (for Jacobson), Tim Buttke, 
Michael Wodalski (for Maloney), Mark Thuot (for Hoehn), Keith Rusch (for Hoenisch) 

TAC Members:    Dave Mack, Andrew Lynch, David Meurett, Darryl Landeau, Greg Seubert, Brad Lenz 
Others Present:  Donna Krause, Amy Lipzer 
 
Call to Order 

In the presence of a quorum, with the agenda being properly signed and posted, the meeting was 
called to order by Chair Robinson at 2:00 p.m. at 210 River Drive, Wausau and virtually via WebEx. 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

All were welcomed and introductions were made.  

2. Public Comment – Comments regarding the Metro Ride Transit Service were made by Donna Krause 
and Amy Lipzer read a poem that is posted on other community’s bus system buses. 

3. Approve Minutes June 8, 2021 meeting 
Action: MOTION / SECOND BY THOUT / ROSENBURG TO APPROVE THE JUNE 8, 2021 MINUTES.  MOTION 

CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE, NO DISSENT.  

4. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)  Amendment to include the Public Transit Agency Safety 
Plan Performance Measures  
Discussion: Included in the packet is a summary of the TIP Amendment. Mack explained that last 
month the Commission approved the performance measures as identified in the Public Transit 
Agency Safety Plan developed by Metro Ride.  Staff was informed after the June Commission 
meeting that the measures were also required to be included in this year’s TIP as well.  This is just a 
housekeeping measure to include this in the 2021-20214 TIP.  
Action: MOTION / SECOND BY BUTTKE /FIFRICK TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 7-21 AMENDING THE 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND REFLECTING THE NEW TRANSIT SAFETY MEASURES.  
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE, NO DISSENT. 
Follow Through:  Staff will send the resolution to WisDOT, FTA, and FHWA. 

5. Transit Development Program (TDP) – Consultant Selection Update; 
Discussion: Mack informed the Commission that the TDP Request for Proposals (RFP) was sent out 
to over 65 consulting firms in order to reply to the RFP to conduct the study. Two qualified proposals 
were submitted and the selection committee interviewed them both on July 8th. The committee has 
chosen a firm for the project and has begun the contract negotiations. The hope is to have a signed 
contract and begin the project by August 1st.  
Action: None at this time. 
Follow Through:  For informational purposes only. 

  



MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION 
June 8, 2021 
 
 

2 
 

O:\MPO\AGENDA_MINUTES\COMMISSION\2021\08Aug\MPOC_20210713_Minutes.docx 

6. Bike/Ped  Planning Update 
Discussion: Lynch updated the commission on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan update. The 
plan is out for public comment until July 16th. The plan update includes recognizing new or updated 
related plans, as well as infrastructure and policy items. A public open house was held on June 22 
and information for comment is available on the MPO website. As of the meeting, there were eight 
comments submitted. After comments are reviewed by the Bicycle Pedestrian Committee the final 
plan update will need approval from the Technical Advisory Committee and the Commission.  
Action: NONE AT THIS TIME. 
Follow Through: Updates will be given at future meetings as available. 

7. Next Meeting – August 10, 2021 at 2 PM, in the Large Conference Room at 210 River Drive, Wausau, 
WI and Webex. Agenda items may include TAC meeting time and Commission meeting time. 

8. Adjourn 
Action: There being no further business to come before the members, MOTION / SECOND BY 

FIFRICK/RUSCH TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF THE MARATHON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

COMMISSION AT 2:36 PM. MOTION CARRIES 
 
Submitted by: 
Dave Mack, MPO Director 
Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning 
DM: BI 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the Wausau Area Metropolitan Planning Organization ‐ Changes for Update 
Project 
Comple
te

Project 
ID Project Street From Street To Street

Facility
Recommendation

Road
Diet

Lane
Diet

Length 
(miles)

Length 
(feet)

Stand‐Alone 
Project Cost 
Estimate

Coordinated 
Project Cost 
Estimate Primary Jurisdiction Comments

7 County Hwy N County Hwy KK Red Bud Road Path T. of Rib Mountain  Extend Path along Cty N corridor to Red Bud as development allows. Connect with trails 
to Nine Mile and Rib Mountain State Park. 

19 Weston Ave Alderson St Birch St Path V. of Rothschild /
V. of Weston

 Off‐street Path between Volkman and Camp Phillips

21 Weston Ave Camp Phillips Rd CTH J Path V. of Weston Path east of Camp Phillips connecting to new developments. See Weston Ave Corridor 
Plan. 

23 Schofield Ave Grand Ave Camp Phillips Rd Path   V. of Weston Add bike lanes during repaving and utilize temporary physical delineators to train road 
users. Study for feasbility of road diet. Study feasibility of off‐street path during 
reconstruction. 

97 Schofield Ave Grand Ave Camp Phillips Rd   V. of Weston Duplicate entry ‐ remove
111 Weston Ave Volkman St Wall St Path V. of Rothschild Off‐street Path between Volkman and Camp Phillips
112 Weston Ave Wall St Alderson St Path V. of Rothschild Off‐street Path between Volkman and Camp Phillips
31 Sherman St 1st Ave 17th Ave Sharrows C. of Wausau Sharrows
42 Stettin Dr Stewart Ave 72nd Ave Path C. of Wausau /

T. of Stettin
Off‐Street path between Brockmeyer Park and Stettin Elementary. 

46 28th Ave Highway 52 Stewart Ave Path C. of Wausau Consider trail facility between Stewart and Hwy 52. 
83 Grand Ave Schofield Ave Forest St Path  C. of Wausau /WisDOT Implement bicycle and pedestrain infrastructure that uses maximum physical protection 

available for vulnerable uers. This includes off‐street paths, physically seperated on‐street 
lanes, or alternate routes. Reduce conflict points created by driveways where possible. 

87 Highway 52 Pkwy 17th Stewart Ave Path  C. of Wausau /WisDOT Off street path on at least one side.

91 Stewart Ave 1st Ave 1st St Bike lane Yes      C. of Wausau /WisDOT Reduce bridge from 3 to 2 lanes for extension of sidewalk or buffered bike lane. Should 
also include improvements to intersection at 1st Street.

1001 Path CTH WW Marshall Hill Road Path V. of Maine Path along RR tracks in WPS trolley ROW. Provides connection to Brokaw area. 

1002 Path CTH WW Merrill Path V. of Maine Short section of path in MPO planning area would provide connection from Wausau to 
recreation area in V. of Maine and beyond to Merrill. 

1003 Bridge Packer Drive CTH NN Path Marathon County Improving unused RR bridge across the Rib River and connecting with path from 
Wausau/Stettin to Rib Mountain. This is located outside of MPO planning area but 
would provide vital connection for communities. 

1004 Bridge Grossmann Ave Northwestern Ave Path C. of Schofield Bridge would extend path from the end of Grossman St to the north side of Eau Claire 
River and connect to Northwestern Avenue and/or Kent St. Could provide alternate route 
to Grand Avenue. 

1005 Path 72nd Ave CTH O Path C. of Wausau Off Street path through the Business Park that connects north‐south path on 72nd Ave to 
CTH O. Direct route that avoids roads with heavy trucks. 

1006 Path Eau Claire River Kent St Path C. of Wausau Path through the Eau Claire Conservency area located between the river and Kent Street. 
This would connect to the Schofield bridge and serve as an alternate to Grand Ave.

1007 Path River Street Old Hwy 51 Trail Path C. of Mosinee Provide crucial link between new Kronenwetter path and access to Mosinee.

1009 Trillium Trail Buttercup Lane Aster Road Path T. of Rib Mountain Continues Trillium Trail path south to Water Treatment plant on Aster Road. Lies outside 
of current MPO planning boundary. Would connect Route 5, 7, and MB.

1010 Stewart Ave Washington St Forest St Intersection C. of Wausau Complete rebuild of intersection of Stewart, Washington, 1st St, and Forest St. as 
detailed in the Urban Design & Transportation Plan 2019. 

1011 Forest St Washington St Grand Ave Path C. of Wausau Change Forest St to a two way with a seperated two way bike path on the south side. 
Detailed in the Urban Design & Transportation Plan 2019. 

1012 Forest St Grand Ave 6th St Intersection C. of Wausau Convert intersection to better accommodate bicycle, pedestrain, and vehicle movements. 
Detailed in the Urban Design & Transportation Plan 2019.

1013 5th St Forest St Washington St Bike lane Yes C. of Wausau Create two way buffered bike lane to allow access into downtown area. Reduce car lanes 
to two from three. 

1014 Azalea Rd Foxglove Rd Carnation Ave Paved Shoulders   T. of Rib Mountain Pave shoulders to create connection between Trillium Trial and Wisconsin River Bridge. 

Following projects are new to the Master Plan. 

Following projects are revisions to the Master Plan. 
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Additional changes to the Master Plan 

 

Summary of Existing Plans and Policies (pg 2-6) 

Plans below will either replace their earlier version or are standalone documents: 

Wausau Metropolitan Area Long-Range Transportation Plan (2016) 

North Central Wisconsin Regional Bicycle Facilities Network Plan (2017) 

River Edge Master Plan Update – 2020 (Wausau) 

South Riverfront Area Master Plan – 2020 (Wausau) 

Towers Area Master Plan – 2020 (Wausau) 

Urban Design & Transportation Master Plan – 2019 (Wausau) 

Unlocking Our Potential – 2020 (Wausau Center Mall) 

Schofield Ave Corridor Plan – 2021 (Village of Weston) 

Weston Ave Corridor – 2021 (Village of Weston) 

 

Bikeway Enhancements (pg 3-11) 

MPO Communities must consider the installation of devices that will allow a bicycle to trigger a green light 

while remaining in the travel lane for any intersections that cross the MPO Bike Route system. This was 

successfully implemented in the City of Wausau at the intersection of Kent St and Grand Avenue.  
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BRIEFING ROOM

Office of Management and
Budget Announces 2020

Standards for Delineating
Core Based Statistical Areas

JULY 13, 2021 • PRESS RELEASES

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) today
announced the 2020 Standards for Delineating Core Based
Statistical Areas. The standards will supersede the 2010
standards with modest revisions.

Core-based statistical area standards are intended for
statistical purposes only to help ensure Federal agencies
that classify statistics, such as unemployment numbers or
GDP levels, by geographic area do so consistently across
government. Every ten years, as part of a long-running
process, OMB considers updates to the standards to ensure
their continued usefulness and relevance for statistical
agencies. Updates to the standards follow a long-running
process: A technical advisory committee of experts
provides recommendations, OMB solicits public notice and
comment on proposed changes, OMB deliberates on the
recommendations and public comments, and finally OMB
publishes notification of its final decisions.

On January 19, 2021, OMB published a Federal Register
Notice soliciting public comment on recommendations for
the 2020 update from a technical advisory committee of
interagency experts, known as Metropolitan and
Micropolitan Statistical Area Standards Review Committee.
Following a public comment period, the Committee
submitted a revised recommendation to leave the current
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) core population
threshold in place.

Consistent with the Standards Review Committee’s revised
recommendation, OMB’s 2020 Standards will maintain the
MSA threshold of 50,000. Recognizing the committee’s
concern that MSA thresholds have not kept pace with
population growth, OMB will work with the Standards
Review Committee to conduct research and stakeholder
outreach to inform the 2030 standards update.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/press-releases/
placl1
Highlight



 
 

Office of Management and Budget Determination on Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of 2023-27 Local Program Cycle Allocations

Program
Annual Share of 
Program Budget 

Program Cycle 
Budget (Annual X 5)

Currently Scheduled 
Projects (FY 23-27)

 Remaining Allocation 
(FY 23-27)

STP-Urban (200k+ pop.) Total $38,131,520 $190,657,600 $120,056,438 $70,601,162

Appleton $3,693,359 $18,466,795 $16,400,331 $2,066,464
Green Bay $3,528,746 $17,643,730 $12,145,019 $5,498,711

Madison $6,863,061 $34,315,305 $13,899,386 $20,415,919
Milwaukee $23,519,434 $117,597,170 $75,287,215 $42,309,955

Minneapolis/St. Paul $4,716 $23,580 $0 $23,580
Round Lake Beach $522,204 $2,611,020 $2,324,487 $286,533

STP-Urban (50-200K pop.) 
Total

$7,945,020 $39,725,100 $25,889,233 $15,573,376

Beloit $380,684 $1,903,422 $2,262,603 $0
Eau Claire $867,721 $4,338,603 $3,962,388 $376,215

Fond du Lac $463,178 $2,315,888 $1,173,440 $1,142,448
Janesville $587,676 $2,938,382 $2,215,383 $722,999
Kenosha $1,046,644 $5,233,220 $0 $5,233,220

La Crosse $805,779 $4,028,896 $0 $4,028,896
Oshkosh $628,484 $3,142,421 $1,259,293 $1,883,128

Racine $1,127,973 $5,639,864 $4,798,672 $841,192
Sheboygan $601,639 $3,008,195 $3,597,767 $0

Superior $228,168 $1,140,839 $1,161,909 $0
Wausau $629,640 $3,148,200 $3,915,885 $0

West Bend $577,434 $2,887,172 $1,541,893 $1,345,279

STP-Urban/STP-Rural Calculations
Total 206 funding $72,282,800
Minus funding for Safety Program $5,000,000
Urban/Rural funding $67,282,800
Minus funding for TMAs (over 200k population) * $38,131,520
Urban/Rural funding remaining  $29,151,280

Population Percentage
STP-Urban (50-200K pop.) 941,733 27.25% $7,945,020
STP-Urban (20-50K pop.) 207,993 6.02% $1,754,753
STP-Urban (5-20K pop.) 442,712 12.81% $3,734,982
STP-Rural 1,862,899 53.91% $15,716,525

3,455,337 100.00% $29,151,280
*TMA funding is based on FHWA apportionment targets

07/19/2021
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